RFID — Apex Group of Companies invests in the latest technology for identifying
anilox rolls

A challenge to all anilox roll manufacturers has been to provide an individual identification
system for the tracing of anilox rolls. For example, the conventional method has been to stamp
a unique identification number onto a journal face. Unfortunately, repeated reconditioning then
often leads to an illegible mass of information containing letters and numbers making the
precise tracking of actual up to date information very difficult.

Identification in the journal area by means of stamping

For many years the Apex Group of Companies have identified each roll body with the use of
an exclusive 5 digit number, this so called AB-number, always corresponds to the actual
control report. With this number it is also possible to examine the updated information of the
last process treatment, as well as the rolls reconditioning history.

Now, the worlds leading anilox/metering roll manufacturer offers the possibility to provide
ceramic coated and laser engraved anilox rolls with a special laser engraved identification on
the body of the engraved surface. In this way, the screen details, plus any specific customer
details can be easily seen, even when the roll is in the press. A laser engraved identification
can be applied to an unengraved bearer area at the ends of the face or can be added to a full
face engraving. Another advantage is the fact that this identification could change each time
the laser engraving is renewed, making it always an up-to-date identification.

Identification by means of laser engraving
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Apex, being an innovative supplier, is always open to new technologies and have recently
offered the identification of rolls by means of an RFID carrier.

With this the rolls are fitted with a micro-chip, on which all relevant data, including, screen
count, volume, date of production etc, are stored with this information being read by a special
scanner. Thanks to the considerable memory of this carrier not only is basic information
carried but special data regarding date of installation, cleaning cycles etc, can be added by
the customers themselves to again be read off the scanner.

The demand for such a new, developing technology is enormous and several Apex customers
have integrated this RFID identification into their entire printing process control system.

Anilox roll with RFID Carrier

More information:
APEX EUROPE B.V., P.O. Box 41, NL - 5527 ZG HAPERT

Phone:+31 (0) 497 36 11 11, fax: +31 (0) 497 36 11 22
E-mail: info@apex-europe.com / Internet : www.apex-groupofcompanies.com

Apex Asia Phone: +65 (0) 6284 7606
Apex Deutschland Phone: +49 (0) 2832 9783-0
Apex ltaly Phone: +39 0331-379063
Apex North America Phone: + 1 (0) 724-379 8880
Apex UniFli Phone: + 31 (0) 6 507 34871
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